
Exploring our universal culture



}Culture that is contextual and specific
ƁDefines and distinguishes a group from others

ƁMay encompass a defined period in time, historical

ƁOften competitive worldview (us vs them)

ƁDesigned to promote local cohesiveness and 
adaptation/exploitation

}Culture that is universal 
ƁOften communicated by iconography / symbols that 

are accessible to cultures remote in time or space

ƁReinterpreted successively across cultures and time

ƁResonant, aspirational, and inspirational

ƁHarmonic and collaborative adaptation that 
promotes global sustainability
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Wadi Rum, extension of 

The Great Rift Valley 

from Ethiopia into 

Jordan, home to some of 

the earliest humans

Human evolution required metabolic 
adaptation to low fuel environments: foraging 
(cooperation) �o agrarian (female 
deities)�o militaristic competitiveness (male 
deities)�o globalization (? symbols for 
collaboration, sustainability, synergism)

Nutrition transition: 2000 
first time that overnutrition = 
undernutrition globally 


